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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT KAUNDA'S RETURN EROM EASTERN EUROPE AND IRAN 

1. SUMMARY: IN SPEECH GIVEN AT RECEPTION UPON HIS RETURN EROM 
EASTERN EUROPE AND IRAN DEC 1, PRESIDENT KAUNDA REAFFIRMED 
HIS DEDICATION TO PEACEEUL SETTLEMENT IN SOUTHERN AERICA; 

IN SUPPORT OP LUSAKA MANIPESTO. REFERRING TO RECENT RHODESIA 
BORDER INCIDENTS, PRESIDENT HOPED THEY DID NOT REFLECT CONSCIOUS 
POLICY OP SOUTH APRICAN GOVT. PRESIDENT ENDORSED DECISION IN 
HIS ABSENCE OP GRZ TO BACK DOWN ON RECENT ILL-CONSIDERED BASIC 
POOD PRICE RISES WHICH STIRRED CONSIDERABLE POPULAR PROTEST, 

THEN PLEDGED THAT NEW BUDGET WOULD EMPHASIZE PROGRAMS TO DEVELOP 
NATIONAL SELF-ST IFEICTENCY IN WHEAT AND OTHER AGRICULTURAL 
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PRODUCTS. RE HIS FOREIGN TRAVELS, PRESIDENT SAID HE WARMLY 
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GREETED EVERYWHERE BUT OFFERED NO SPECIFICS ABOUT ACHIEVEMENTS. 
ALSO MENTIONED INTENTION TO WITHDRAW HIMSELF FROM DAY-TO-DAY 
ADMINISTRATION OF PARTY AND GOVT SO AS TO HAVE MORE TIME TO 
THINK AND ASSESS DEVELOPMENTS. END SUMMARY. 

2. ZULU WELCOME. UNIP SECGEN ZULU WELCOMED PRESIDENT'S RETURN 
AND REVIEWED SOME EVENTS OCCURRING DURING HIS ABSENCE. REFERRED 
IN PARTICULAR TO RECENT GWEMBE LANDMINE EXPLOSION WHICH TOOK 
THREE LIVES AND TO KAZUNGULA SHOOTING INCIDENTS (LUSAKA 

2459), WHICH HE SHARPLY DESCRIBED AS "VICIOUS PROVOCATIONS" BY 
SOUTH AFRICANS AND RHODESIANS. ZULU SPOKE ALSO OF BREAD AND 
OTHER DOUBLED FOOD PRICES DURING PRESIDENT'S ABSENCE WHICH WERE 
CANCELLED LEW DAYS LATER DUE TO VERY HEAVY POPULAR PROTEST. 

3. PRESIDENT'S TRIP. IN HIS REPLY, KAUNDA FIRST REVIEWED HIS 
TRIP IN GENERAL TERMS. IT HAD BEEN VERY USEEUL AND HE AND HIS 
DELEGATION HAD BEEN WARMLY WELCOMED IN ALL COUNTRIES VISITED. 

HE FOUND MANY PRINCIPLES AND POLICIES IN COMMON WITH MALTESE 
PRIMIN DOM MINTOFF. PRESIDENT CEAUCESCU WAS PRAISED AS OLD 
FRIEND AND ROMANIANS RECEIVED WARM THANKS FOR THEIR HELP AT TIME 
OF JANUARY 1973 BORDER CLOSURE. USSR VISIT WAS MADE IN RESPONSE 

TO INVITATION EIRST EXTENDED IN 1965 AND TALKS IN MOSCOW 
WITH BREZHNEV, PODGORNYY, AND KOSYGIN HAD BEEN VERY FRANK, 
HONEST, AND FRIENDLY. KAUNDA NOW HOPED FOR EVEN BETTER RELATIONS 
WITH SOVIETS. HE REEERRED IN PASSING TO JOINT STATEMENT ISSUED 
IN KIEV "ON MATTERS OF COMMON INTERESTS" BUT DID NOT COMMENT 
FURTHER ON SUBSTANCE OF HIS TALKS WITH SOVIET LEADERS. AFTER 
BRIEF MENTION OF VISIT WITH OLD FRIEND TITO, KAUNDA SPOKE 
WITH PARTICULAR ADMIRATION AND EVEN SOME AWE OF SHAH OF IRAN, 
WHOSE PERSONALITY APPARENTLY MADE STRONG IMPRESSION ON HIM; 

VISIT TO IRAN HAD OPENED NEW CHAPTER OF COOPERATION. 

4. SOUTHERN AFRICA. KAUNDA THEN PICKED UP ISSUE OF RHODESIA 
BORDER INCIDENTS AND REAFFIRMED HE SEEKS PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT 
IN SOUTHER AFRICA. ZAMBIA INTENDS TO PURSUE GOAL IN SPIRIT 

OF LUSAKA MANIFESTO BUT IT NOT PREPARED PAY JUST ANY PRICE 
FOR PEACE. PRESIDENT SINCERELY HOPED THAT KAZUNGULA INCIDENTS 
WERE NOT UNDERTAKEN ON PRIMIN VORSTER'S ORDERS AND THAT LATTER 
HAD NOT BEEN SPEAKING WITH "DOUBLE TONGUE" WHEN HE TOO EXPRESSED 
WISH FOR PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT IN REGION. EMPHASIZED ZAMBIAN 
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SECURITY FORCES HAVE EIRM ORDERS NOT TO PROVOKE ANY INCIDENTS 
ALONG BORDERS. 

5. FOOD PRICES AND AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT. PRESIDENT ALSO 
SPOKE ABOUT ABORTIVE FOOD PRICE RISE, SEEKING CONVEY IMPRESSION 
THAT IT HAD NOT BEEN ORDERED BY HIM. ENDORSED GOVERNMENT'S RE- 
CISION OF INCREASES IN FACE POPULAR DISATISFACTION. WARNED, 
HOWEVER, THIS COULD NOT ALWAYS BE THE CASE; IF ECONOMIC CON- 
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DITIONS MADE PRICE INCREASES NECESSARY IN FUTURE, GRZ WILL STICK 
TO DECISION. HE EXPRESSED PARTICULAR CONCERN ABOUT HIGH COST TO 
ZAMBIA OF WHEAT AND OTHER FOOD IMPORTS AND INDICATED NEW BUDGET 
WOULD INCLUDE FUNDS TO ESTABLISH NATIONAL SERVICE FARM CAMPS 
IN EACH DISTRICT SO AS TO INCREASE AGRICULTURAL OUTPUT. CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS AND CABINET MINISTERS WOULD BE EXPECTED 
SPEND MORE TIME IN RURAL AREAS STIMULATING PRODUCTION. 

6. LEADERSHIP RESPONSIBILITY. AS ON OTHER OCCASIONS, PRESIDENT 
REITERATED HIS DESIRE GET MORE TIME FOR HIMSELF TO THINK AND 
REVIEW NATION'S PROGRESS. HE WANTED PARTY AND GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 
EXERCISE MORE RESPONSIBILITY THEMSELVES. 

7. ROLE OF DIPLOMATS. CONCLUDING, PRESIDENT CALLED UPON MEMBERS 
OF DIPLOMATIC CORPS TO LOOK UPON SELVES AS BRIDGE BETWEEN ZAMBIA 
AND COUNTRY THEY REPRESENT. IN STEADILY SHRINKING WORLD, 

DIPLOMATS MUST HELP TO NARROW DIFFERENCES BETWEEN NATIONS AND 
NOT CREATE NEW GULFS. 

8. COMMENT: PRESIDENT APPEARED RELAXED AND IN HIGH GOOD HUMOR 
DURING HIS IMPROMPTU REMARKS. REFERENCES TO RUSSIA VISIT SEEMED 
PRO FORMA AND HIS REPEATED EMPHASIS ON FRANKESS OF DISCUSSIONS 
WITH SOVIETS CONVEYED IMPRESSION THERE HAD BEEN LESS THAN FULL 
AGREEMENT. TONE OF KAUNDA'S REMARKS ON BORDER INCIDENTS AND 
SOUTH AFRICA INDICATED THERE HAD BEEN NO PRIOR COORDINATION 
BETWEEN HIM AND GREY ZULU. WHEREAS ZULU INSINUATED KAZUNGULA 
INCIDENTS WERE DELIBERATE POLICY ACTS BY SOUTH AFRICANS AND 
RHODESIANS, KAUNDA SOUGHT TO PLAY DOWN THIS SUGGESTION. 

AT MOMENT POSSIBILITIES FOR PROGRESS ON SOUTHERN AFRICA ISSUES 
SEEM MORE HOPEFUL THAN THEY HAVENYEEN FOR YEARS, HE PRESUMABLY 
DOES NOT WISH TO SUGGEST HE DOUBTS VORSTER'S EXPRESSED DESIRE 
FOR PEACEFUL SOLUTION. ONE INFORMED MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT LATER 
TOLD US PRESIDENT'S OPEN CRITICISM OF DECISION TO RAISE FOOD 
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PRICES IN HIS ABSENCE AND HIS COMMENTS ON "EFFICIENCY" IN GOVERN- 
MENT WERE MOST OUTSPOKEN BARBS YET THROWN IN CABINET'S DIRECTION. 
WILKOWSKI 
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